examples, bo many ooys ana gins, so youths, so many of every age, so many modest widows and aged virgins ; and in all these continence was not barren, but the fruitful mother of joyous children of Thee, O Lord. And she laughed at me with a laugh of welcome, as though she would say, " Canst thou not do what these have done ? Or did they, indeed, do it of themselves and not in the Lord ? The Lord their God gave them to me. Why dost thou neither stand still nor advance ? Cast thyself upon Him ; fear not lest He withdraw His hand and thou fall; cast thyself fearlessly, He will receive and heal thee." And I blushed exceedingly: for I still heard the murmur of those trifles, and lingered on the way. And again she seemed to say: " Listen no more on earth to those unclean members of thine, that they may die; they tell thee of delights, but not according to the law of the Lord." This was the struggle that raged within me against myself. Alypius, standing by my side, waited in silence the issue of my unwonted emotion.
' But when profound reflection had drawn  my whole misery from its secret depths, and heaped before.rks great thoughtsPhasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
